NEWS RELEASE: NOVEMBER 2007[image: image1.png]knowledge . .,




Small pebble makes big splash as ‘sleeping giant’ stirs
Adelaide businesswoman Ly Lim has beaten a fiercely competitive field of more than 600 entrants to secure the title of Australia’s first Small Business Champion Entrepreneur.
Ms. Lim, the managing director of IT and training innovator Knowledge Plus, captured the national accolade last weekend, two months after she won the South Australian Small Business Champion gong in September. Ms. Lim is also author of the successful business-building handbook, Small Pebble Big Ripple.
The inaugural Australian Small Business Champion Awards recognise the achievements of small businesses in the retail, service and manufacturing industries. Entrants came from retail or service businesses with as many as 40 employees or those in industrial or manufacturing sectors with 100 employees or less.
Ms. Lim and her husband Les established Knowledge Plus in 2003. Since then, they have built a $2 million turnover business employing 17 people. During the past four years, the company achieved an average annual growth rate of more than 100 per cent. The company actively promotes its successful approach to business-building through the Knowledge Plus Small Business Leverage Program, a Federal Government backed initiative that aligns small business owners with experienced business executives.
Ms. Lim said she was proud to collect the award on behalf of the South Australian business community. “Everyone I spoke to at the awards ceremony referred to SA as the ‘sleeping giant’,” she said.
“This win generates a positive message for our State because it shows we are an Australian leader. It is also a vote of confidence for companies that are participating in our Small Business Leverage Program.”
Despite its short history, Knowledge Plus is no stranger to the winner’s podium. As well as being a Gold Partner for Microsoft and for Mitel, the company is the 2007 Winner: Small Business Champion Business Services; 2007 Winner: Small Business Champion Entrepreneur; 2006 My Business Award finalist: Customer Service Star; 2005 Telstra Business Women's Award finalist: Business Owner Category; and 2005 Telstra Business Women's Award finalist: Young Entrepreneur
Knowledge Plus provides IT services, learning and development services and business process solutions for companies throughout Australia. Customers include BAE Systems, Bianco Building Supplies, Caroma Industries, Inghams Enterprises, Korvest, Origin Energy and Tonkin Consulting.
More than 300 South Australian companies participate in the Knowledge Plus Small Business Leverage Program, an Australian Government-backed initiative under the Building Entrepreneurship in Small Businesses program that provides business owners and managers with access to resources, events and learning opportunities to build to their businesses more effectively.
As part of her $40,000 first prize package, Ms. Lim receives two tickets to the UK, plus accommodation, to share her achievements and meet winners of the “British Small Business Champions” award program. An accompanying Australian-based Business Advisor will assist Ly and Les Lim with business development.
Major sponsors of the Australian Small Business Champion Awards included Commonwealth Bank and the Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources.
More details are available at www
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